
SEE WHAT YOU CAN FIND at Potteric Carr Nature Reserve
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A bit of a bully on the 

birdtable, they are 

sometimes seen fighting 

off smaller birds like blue 

tits to get to the food!

Here in Britain our 

kingfisher is bright 

blue and orange, but 

there are roughly 

90 species in the 

world, in all sorts of 

bright and beautiful 

colours! 

Robin’s are often voted as 
Britain’s very favourite bird; 
this will be the only bird singing 

around Christmas! 

BIRDS

My 
points:

Black-headed gull

Tufted duck

Kingfisher

Canada geese

Great tit

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
is a charity that looks 
after the wonderful 
wildlife right here in 
Yorkshire. We have 
more than 95 nature 
reserves, like this one 
here where you can 
see brilliant birds, 
mammals, insects and 
much more! 

Have you seen something that 
isn’t in this leaflet?  
Use this space to draw it or write a list.

If you have enjoyed  
being a nature detective 
today, then have a look 
at the Wildlife Watch 
website which has 
loads of super spotting 
sheets for you to use and 
activities to help you 
create a home for wildlife 
in your own garden!  
www.wildlifewatch.org

The oldest recorded tufted duck 

lived for an amazing 24 years! 

Watch them as they dive for their 

food, eating mostly molluscs, 

insects and plants found in or on 

the mud at the bottom of the water.

If you look close enough you’ll see this bird’s head is actually chocolate-brown. However, they are not so easy to spot in winter when their head turns white.

Once a Canada goose has 
found a mate, they tend to stay 
together for the rest of their 
lives, going back to the same 
nesting site year after year. 

Robin

Grey squirrels store food to help 
them survive hardship. If they 
are watched, they will pretend 
to bury it, before moving and 
burying it elsewhere, to put any 
would-be burglars off the scent!

See these large daisies in flower 
between June and September – 
they are so bright that they actually 
glow in the evening, so some 
people call them ‘Moon Daisy’.

Baby rabbits, known as ‘kittens’, are 

blind and have no fur when born, 

so they rely on their mother to look 

after them. Rabbits can have up to  

40 babies every year!

Grey squirrel

Ox-eye daisy

Oak tree

Fox cub

Rabbit

Silver birch

MAMMALS
Male foxes are called ‘Reynards’ 
but do you know what female 
foxes are called?*

*vixens

The bark of this tree 

is white and papery 

and can be found to 

peel off. In folklore 

the birch tree is 

believed to protect 

people against  
evil spirits.

TREES, PLANTS 
AND FLOWERS

My 
points:

My 
points:

Did you know that oak trees can live for up 

to 1000 years? They spend a third of their life 

growing, a third of their life as a mature tree 

and another third of their life dying!

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust is registered in England No. 409650 and is a registered charity No. 210807
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HIDE NAMES

 1 Decoy Lake Hide
 2 Loversall Pool Hide
 3 Beeston Hide

 4 Willow Pool Hide
 5 Old Eaa Hide
 6 Decoy Marsh Hide
 7 Cottage Drain Hide

POTTERIC CARR NATURE RESERVE  

Trail Navigation MapTHERE’S LOTS TO DO 
at Potteric Carr

We’ve got some fantastic activity rucksacks 
ready for you to pick up at reception – become 
a true nature detective by using the info sheets 
and equipment that is jam-packed into each!

Member of  

Wildlife Watch? 

Then don’t forget 

to see whether you 

could tick off any of 

the activities for your 

award badge.

Go on a 
hunt for 

our Totem 
poles – can 

you work 
out what it is 
carved into 

each? 

Download 
our podcast 

for more 
info.

Pick from four  
  different activities

 

Take a wander 

through our Flutter 

By garden – make 

sure you pick up an 

activity sheet and 

take our Wildlife 

Challenge!

There are at least 21 different 

dragonflies here, how many can 

you find? See if you can spot 

one fly backwards, or change 

direction mid-air.

Dragonfly

There are three types of 

newt at Potteric Carr – 

smooth, palmate and great 

crested. The great crested 

newt is the largest of all 

and is protected by UK law.

Newt

Orange-tip 
butterfly

INSECTS

AMPHIBIANS 
AND REPTILES

Look out for this pretty butterfly in spring 
and early summer; the males have the 
orange-tips giving them their name 
whereas the females are slightly less 
colourful with black tips.

Take a look at the 

peacock’s eyespots 

on its wings – these 

are used to scare 

away predators 

who want to eat 

them like mice. 

Do you think they 

would frighten  

you off?
Peacock butterfly
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You are just as likely 

to spot this creature 

in water as you are 

on land, as they like 

to eat newts and 

frogs!

An easy way to tell frog tadpoles apart from 

toad tadpoles is to look for a golden sheen, 

whereas toad tadpoles are completely black.

Tadpole/frog

Grass snake

Wildlife Watcher
One of our totem poles

WELL DONE! You are a:
 0-50 Wildlife Wanderer
 51-105 Super Spotter
 106-165 Nature Detective

Sparrowhawk

Over 230 different birds 
have been recorded here!

Hoverfly

Keep an eye 
out for the 
creepy crawlies 
including lots 
of spiders, 
beetles, bugs 
and hoverflies.

Photography credits: Main cover image – Sadie McGlone. Small cover image – Heather Turley. Great tit, Robin – 
Neil Barthorpe. Black-headed gull, Tufted duck – Elliott Neep (NeepImages.com). Kingfisher – Kevin Agar. Canada 
geese – Ian Rose. Grey squirrel, Sparrowhawk, Peacock butterfly – Zsuzsanna Bird. Rabbit – Carl Watts. Fox – Jon 
Hawkins. Ox-eye daisy – Jo Meays. Oak tree, Silver birch – Philip Precey. Wildlife Watcher – Emma Bradshaw. 
Totem Pole – Matthew Roberts. Hoverfly – Chris Maguire. Ruddy darter dragonfly – Kirsty Brown. Orange tip – 
Wildstock. Tadpole / frog – Martin Batt. Grass snake – Margaret Holland. Palmate newt – Erik Paterson.
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Why not make 
a trip to one of 
our other Trust 
nature reserves; 
pick up another 
leaflet and see 
if you can find 
any of these 
species there.

Birds

Mammals

Trees, plants and flowers

Insects

Amphibians and reptiles

TOTAL:

MY TOTAL POINTS


